APE was fun. Great having chats rather than 599 QRZ...

It was a very rare nice day in DE for August... Not hot/humid.

As Campmasters, we stay in the admin building at camp. Heated & A/C + bathrooms (4, |
think) + one has a shower. The kitchen is nice, too. There is also a wood fireplace - we have
not used it, yet. (not this time of year)

My antenna is/was a multi band (with ATU in rig) doublet antenna with 300 Ohm feed (about
50' of feed line) up a 40' fiberglass extendable mast, but | only get about 35' as the tip has
some bend... the two ~70' wires were to two sets of trees with the twine up about 40-

50" Also the wire (scrap from work) is 20ga (?) silver plated copper with a Nylon (?) jacket. |
am sure it was custom made for "some" project? Silver is a better conductor so the
antenna should work better (?) - low R.

Over the last year or so, | have used a surf fishing pole or hand toss, but the best method to
get wire up in the trees is a PVC pipe "air tosser" using arborist (tree guy) 120z

weight. (don'tcallita gun -in DE even a air gunis a "fire" arm) but it works great. 60 psi -
hand pumpis all | needed...

For the most part, | was pushing 70 Watts (the K4 has good fans).

NOW, | also had a problem getting the ATU to tune on 40m Saturday night (it worked before
that). After sleeping onit. | switch the coax going from the rig to the Common Mode Choke
CMC and the 4:1 voltage balun. That (what ever) allowed the ATU to tune (on the second
"slow" pass) to within 1.1:1... That allowed 40m to work on Sunday morning.

| only made a few PSK31 QSO's this morning. Nothing on 80m. The band was hopping on
FT8. I had (2) VK's call me on 80, and (1) more on 40m... | guess 6am is too early?

| did not make my 20 QSO's. Not a problem. | DO have an APE sticker from two years ago. |
DID have a chance to work on my mast mount without messing up the building. Afew
minor refinements next time | am Campmaster - late fall... Since the Council Scout
Executive came by and didn't say anything | must be good...

I'll get the LOG uploaded to LoTW tomorrow.



